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Cover  to  Cover let
Walla Walla museums introduce folk art exhibit

August  27 -  October  5

Summer 2008

Kirkman
H O U S E  M U S E U M  N e w s

In August of 2007 Walla Walla’s two heritage institutions, Kirkman House Museum and Fort Walla 
Walla Museum, began talking about ways in which the two museums could partner on projects that 
benefit our community.  The two museums open our first joint exhibit on August 27th.  

Cover to Coverlet will showcase the development of quilt and coverlet artistry over a span of 200 years.  
Fort Walla Walla Museum will feature quilts and coverlets from the museum’s collections, and the 
Kirkman House Museum will display historic coverlets belonging to both the museum and regional 
collectors.   Textile artists will recreate a traditional coverlet on the Kirkman House draw loom.

Working together, the museums secured a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts.   The nearly 
six-week exhibit will coincide with other fall events at both museums: Fort Walla Walla Museum’s 
Women’s History Celebration on August 30th, their September 20th-21st Fall Harvest Festival/German 
Heritage Day, and the Kirkman House Museum October 4th Sheep to Shawl.  The Walla Walla Valley 
Quilt Festival, September 19th-21st, will also occur during the exhibit.  See our Calendar of Events (page 
3) for seminars and special activities associated with the exhibit.

Join us for Sheep to Shawl 2008
The Kirkman House’s popular fall festival will take place on October 4th.   Visit the museum 
between 11 am and 3 pm to see sheep shorn, participate in demonstrations of carding, 
dyeing, spinning and weaving wool, and view local vendors’ handmade woolen crafts.  Sheep 
to Shawl is a family event that is free and open to the public.  

In conjunction with our Cover to Coverlet exhibit, Kirkman House Museum Textile Center 
artists will demonstrate how to remove a woven coverlet from the loom beginning at 1 pm.  

Each year, the museum holds a drawing for a hand-dyed and -spun woolen product, made from the wool shorn during the 
previous Sheep to Shawl.  The funds generated from the drawing donations help pay for museum programs.  This year’s 
drawing is for a green and gold scarf knitted by Susan Swayne.  Suggested donations for the drawing tickets are $1 each or 6 
for $5.  Tickets are available at the Kirkman House Museum or from local vendors at Farmer’s Market.

http://www.kirkmanhousemuseum.org
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2008 Board of Directors
Linda Kastning, Board President
Jennifer Rickard, Past President
Sally Kearsley, Vice-President
Susan Roberts, Treasurer
Pam Myers, Secretary
Sandi Burt
Wendy Cheng
Donna Gardner
Sue Gillespie
Rick Tuttle
Jill Zagelow

Executive Director
Kirsten R. Schober
Assistant Director
Mikaelyn Cottier Swayne

Textile Center Volunteers
Mary Jane Fehrenbacher
Peggy Hoyt
Tam Lennox
Sharon Newbrey
Susan Swayne

Museum Volunteers
Justin Daigneault
Bev Filla
Donna Johannessen
Mary Lou Norton
Carolyn Priest
Alana Riggles
Willa Schober-Hockman
Kristen Wilson
Eleanor Zais

KIRKMAN NEWS BRIEFS

KHM receives conservation bookshelf
Treasured objects and artifacts held by the Kirkman House Museum will be preserved for 
future generations with help from the IMLS Connecting to Collections Bookshelf, a core set of 
conservation books, DVDs, and online resources donated by the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS), the primary source of federal funding of the nation’s museums and 
libraries. 
 

The IMLS Bookshelf is a crucial component of Connecting to Collections: A Call to Action, a 
conservation initiative that the institute launched in 2006.  IMLS began the initiative in 
response to a 2005 study by the conservation institute Heritage Preservation documenting the 
dire state of the nation’s collections.  The multi-faceted, multi-year initiative shines a 
nationwide spotlight on the needs of America’s collections, especially those held by smaller 
institutions, which often lack the human and financial resources necessary to adequately care 
for their collections.

State preservation organization provides funding for museum’s preservation work
The Kirkman House Museum recently received a $1,500 grant from the Valerie Sivinski 
Washington Preserves Fund.  The fund, administered by the Washington Trust for Historic 
Preservation, is an annual grant program that provides up to $2,000 to organizations involved 
in historic preservation around our state.  The fund was established in honor of Valerie 
Sivinski, a Tacoma Historic Preservation Officer who was killed in October 2000 while 
performing preservation-related work.  The funding will help the museum restore the side 
porch to its original condition and appearance. 

Take a few minutes to help us plan for our future.
Over the past few years, we’ve been working hard to expand and improve our classes, events, 
exhibits and restoration projects.  By filling out the survey included in this newsletter, you can 
help us identify our strengths and challenges, and continue our efforts to bring the museum to 
life for current and future community members.    
 

The survey is one of the earliest steps in a comprehensive planning process we’ve just started, 
thanks to a generous grant from the Donald and Virginia Sherwood Trust.  With the guidance 
of consultant Jan McGowan from Sisters, Oregon, we’ll be completing new development, 
strategic and business plans by March, 2009.  Please help us get off to a good start by 
completing the survey, and returning it in the enclosed, pre-addressed envelope.   

Eric Von Bargen and Mark Lanning for helping the 
museum dispose of the three trees that were downed 
during the January 4th storm.  

KDiamond for donating bark for the garden beds in 
front of the house.  

Narum Construction and Konkrete Industries for 
donating services and goods to our retaining wall 
project. 

Museum member Lavonne Reser for donating new 
water lines to the Kirkman House Museum service 
kitchen. 

Special thanks to….
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New summer program makes history education fun
The Kirkman House Museum launched a new program for children this summer.  
Hands on History began educating school-aged children about Walla Walla Valley 
history and 19th century family life on June 25th.  

Throughout the nine week program, participants made and enjoyed home-made 
ice cream, learned about marbles from local resident and marble enthusiast 
Charles Meyer, played lawn games, and created fiber arts projects.  “We made our 
own marbles,” chanted a group of children on their way home after one session.  
Each week children were able to take home something they had created.

Support for this program was provided by Abajian 
Motors, Yancey P. Winans Trust, Sterling Savings Bank, Bi-Mart, WalMart, Book & 
Game Company, Inland Octopus, Super 1 Foods, and Dairy Queen.  Thanks to the 
contributions of these community members and our volunteers, the museum was able to 
make the program affordable and accessible to local families.  Keep reading our 
newsletters for updates on next year’s activities!

Calendar of events
Cover to Coverlet
August 27th-October 5th

Cover to Coverlet 
Opening reception & behind the scenes tour
September 5th
5 pm - 8 pm

Cover to Coverlet
Overshot drafting seminar
September 21st
Textile Center artists demonstrate how to make a 
draft pattern for a coverlet

Cover to Coverlet
Weaving seminar
September 28th
Textile Center artists demonstrate threading a 
loom for weaving

Sheep to Shawl
October 4th
11:30 am to 3:00 pm
The Kirkman House Museum’s annual fall 
festival

Whispered Memories Tea
November 1st

Victorian Christmas Jubilee
December 6th
2:30 pm to 5:30 pm
The Kirkman House Museum’s annual holiday 
open house

Jim & Gaye Abajian
Susan Akers
Larry & Jennifer Anderson
Tom & Donna Anderson
Jim & Joyce Aylward
Eric & Candace Ball
Doug and Karen Bayne
Bill & Virginia Berney
Gayle Bingham
Sandra Blackaby
Howard Boggs & Linda 
Kastning
John & Shauna Bogley
Jon and Wendye Bren
Sandi Burt
Patricia Camp
Jon & Mary Campbell
Sandra Cannon
David & Lou Ann Casper
Wendy Cheng
Dan & Barbara Clark
Roger & Cheryl Cockerline
Carol Cole
Donna Cook Gardner
Dr. & Mrs. Joe Corvino
Jannet Didelius
Heidi Dobson
Leo & Claudia Doyle
Joanne Drumheller
Karen Dunn
Jock & Cora Edwards
Dana Fisher
Lori Flood
Jan Foster
Shirley Fouts
Adelle Ganguet
Jeana Garske
Linda Gifford
Mike & Sue Gillespie

Dave & Holly Gould
Patti Grant
Art & Norma Griff
Bettie Groetsema
Anne Haley
Harry & Ann Hamada
Ruth Hanson
Charles & Ellen Harley
Ginger Harrison
Joan Potts Helm
Mary Jane Hendricks
Nan Hopson
Peggy Hoyt
James & Shirley Irwin
Vi Jones
Fred & Sally Kearsley
Linnea Keatts
Vernon & Marylou Kegley
Betty Kirkman Jacobs
Ruth Kirkman Tyler
Mary Koch
Jan Kruper & Cecilia 
McKean
Jim & Lynne Kuntz
Donna Le Fore
Tam Lennox
Barbara Lloid
John Lohrmann
Loyd & Virginia Mahan
David & Mary Meeker
Doug & Karen Morton
Laura Mulcahy
Larry & Judith Mulkerin
Stan & Pam Myers
Bart & Karen Nelson
Marilyn Noble
Alan & Missy Peterson
Richard & Debra Pine
Bob & Marian Plucker

Maxine Potts Reitmeier
Carolyn Priest
Pete & Hedda Reid
Yancey & LaVonne Reser
Jon & Jennifer Rickard
Winnifred Ringhoffer
Jane Rizer
Susan Roberts
Jim & Jane Robison
Susan Robison
Donald & Debra Rowberg
Margaret Sampson
Peggy Sanderson
Doug & Malinda Saturno
Roy & Lianne Schellenberg
Martha Schilling
Diana Schmidt
Ann Schmitt
Ed & Helen Logan 
Schneider
Don & Anne-Marie 
Schwerin
Claude & Sue Scott
Manford & Betty Simcock
Bonny Struthers
Mark, Mikaelyn & Kallisti 
Swayne
Susan Swayne
Roger & Terri Trick
Donald & Claudia Tucker
Richard & Carolyn Tuttle
Rick & Patti Tuttle
Bill & Maureen Vollendorff
Rose Anne Walker
Katherine Weingart
Pete & Kendra Wenzel
Dianna Woolley
Bob & Jill Zagelow
Bill & Jan Zuger

Kirkman House Museum Members current August 1, 2008
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2008 KIRKMAN HOUSE MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Name: ______________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
City, State ZIP: ________________________________________________________
E-mail: ______________________________________________________________

❏ Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.
❏ I would prefer not to have my name listed in museum publications.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
❏ Students/ Seniors ($15)   ❏ Individual ($25)  ❏ Family ($50) 
❏ Friend ($250)    ❏ Donor ($500)   ❏ Patron ($1,000+)

❏ Bricks & Mortar Society ($200 commitment per year for three years)
In addition to my membership, I am enclosing a gift of $____________ to help:
Credit Card #: ___________________________________________________ 
❏Visa, ❏MC,  Exp. Date: ____________  Total amount enclosed: $_____________ 

Please return this form with your check payable to: Kirkman House Museum 
Mail to: Kirkman House Museum 214 N. Colville Walla Walla, WA 99362
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Membership Benefits

❏ Free admission to the Museum
❏ Kirkman House Museum Newsletter
❏ Advance notice for Kirkman House programs 
❏ Invitation to “Members Only” events
❏ Recognition in the Kirkman House News 
❏ Tax deduction on dues
❏ Knowledge that you are helping to save the 
 Kirkman House for future generations

The Kirkman House Museum is committed to preserving our past and providing a setting for understanding our local history.   There are 
many ways you can help; your support is what makes great things happen at the Kirkman House!  

Become a Museum Member
Members’ benefits include a subscription to the museum’s newsletter, discounts on program on class fees, and invitations to “Members  Only” 
events.  Your membership dues help pay for special exhibits and programs at the museum that enhance the cultural spirit of  our community.

Join the Bricks and Mortar Society
These generous members commit to donating $200 a year for three years to ensure the preservation work at the museum continues.

Include the Kirkman House Museum in your planned giving
From its  origin as a museum 1978, the Kirkman House has preserved an important piece of Walla Walla’s architectural and cultural heritage.  
Today, the museum continues  to provide education about daily family life in Victorian-era Walla Walla.  A gift to the Kirkman House 
Museum’s endowment fund is an investment in the cultural heritage of  our valley for future generations.

Support the annual fund
Contributions  to the museum’s annual fund provide important support for the care and maintenance of the museum, the conservation of our 
collections and our ability to continue providing dynamic programming.

Donate in-kind items or services
Contributions of  material goods or professional services help reduce the operating costs of  the museum. 

Volunteer
Whether leading tours, assisting with collection management and exhibits, or helping at our special events  our 
volunteers are invaluable to the museum’s successful operations.

Kirkman House Mission
To enrich the cultural heritage of Walla Walla by 
preserving the Kirkman Family home, sharing its 
history, and educating our community and visitors 
about domestic life in Victorian-era Walla Walla.


